International
Marine
Volunteers
GANSBAAI, SOUTH AFRICA.
Great White Shark capital of the world
Encounter the Marine Big 5TM

At International Marine Volunteers our mission
is to inspire our volunteers to make a difference in the world around them by providing
them with life chenging opportunities and experiences, and creating awareness that ecotourism, conservation, community, research
and education can all dovetail into a sustainable
and mutually beneficial relationship.
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INTRODUCTION
T

he International Marine Volunteers
programme offers individuals from
across the world the opportunity
to experience unique marine related projects in the biodiversity rich environment of the Greater Dyer Island Area, in
Gansbaai, South Africa.
Volunteering aboard the vessels of our
sister companies, Marine Dynamics
Shark Tours and Dyer Island Cruises
Whale and Eco Tours, the opportunity to
gain exposure to various marine species
makes for an unforgettable experience.
Every trip sports a dedicated marine biologist as guide, who educates volunteers
and clients, increasing their knowledge
of the target species and ecology of the
area.
Our conservation partner, The Dyer Island
Conservation Trust (DICT) is a leader in
marine conservation and the environmental pillar of our organisation. Volunteers
are afforded an opportunity to partake in
data capturing for studies conducted by
our marine biologists on board Slashfin,
the shark cage diving vessel and Dream
Catcher, the whale watching vessel. In
addition to this, the DICT research vessel,
Lwazi, affords long-term volunteers the
opportunity to be more involved in
research excursions.
This programme is for marine wildlife
enthusiasts and those who want to gain
experience in responsible tourism.

HOME OF THE MARINE BIG 5TM
Join us, let your choice make a difference,
we might just change your life...
Wilfred Chivell, CEO

MD, DIC, DICT

S

Our
Marine
Environment

ituated in the
Western Cape
between Cape Agulhas,
the southern-most tip of Africa and
Hermanus, Kleinbaai in Gansbaai plays
host to an extraordinary marine evironment.

Bottlenose and Common
Dolphins also visit the bay.
Sometimes we are even lucky
enough to see small groups of the
endangered Humpback Dolphin.

The bay is also a vitally important calving
and nursing area for the Southern Right
Whale. Each year Southern Right Whales
migrate from their feeding grounds in
the sub-Antarctic to breed here and to
give birth. Southern Rights are most
often seen between July to December
each year either in mating groups or accompanied by recently born calves.

Dyer Island is home to one of the last
breeding colonies of African Penguins
around the coastline of the Cape.
The habitat of these birds was largely
destroyed in the 19th and early 20th centuries when guano was stripped from
the island. The consequences were that
penguins, being burrowing nesting birds
could not build nests, leaving their eggs
and chicks exposed to the elements and
predators.
Coupled with the historical harvesting
of their eggs as a delicacy, overfishing,
seal/shark predation and marine pollution this has caused the population to
fall by 90% in the last thirty years. The
African Penguin was listed on the IUCN
as endangered in 2010. We are still
losing an estimated 90 birds a week!

Other whale species also moving through
our area are Humpback Whales and the
resident Bryde’s Whale. Large pods of

Join us and make a difference to protect
and conserve this unique and fragile
marine environment.

The colony of about 60 000 Cape Fur
Seals on Geyser Rock attracts one of the
densest and most accessible populations of Great White Sharks in the world.
Shark sightings are a daily occurence
throughout the year - we are known as
the great white shark capital of the world

Opposite page:
Top: Breaching Southern
Right Whale near Pearly
Beach.
Bottom: Great White
Shark in Shark Alley.
This page:
Left: A pair of endangered African Penguins
on Geyser Rock.
Top RightL Cape Fur
Seals near Geyser Rock.
Bottom Right: A pod of
Common Dolphins gliding through the waves.
Together these
marine species form
the iconic Marine Big
5TM of Gansbaai, South
Africa.

OUR FLEET

Slashfin
The pride of Gansbaai
Slashfin is a premier cage diving
vessel, designed by a naval architect
in conjuction with owner of Marine
Dynamics, Wilfred Chivell. Custom
built for shark cage diving, this vessel
is stable in all sea conditions.She has
an aluminium hull and 4 x 250 hp
engines which propel it to a top
speed of 45 knots. Trips run daily
(weather permitting) going out 2 - 3
times a day on avarage and volunteers are allocated to each trip.
All volunteers experience their first
trip as a client, after which they will
be tasked with duties on land and
on board. When time and number of
clients allows, volunteers are given
more cage diving opportunities.

Dream Catcher
We work with people's
dreams daily
-Wilfred Chivell

Our whale watching and eco-trip vessel was also
custom designed and has four viewing platforms
for excellent photographic opportunities. During
the whale season (July to December) the boat runs
several trips a day in search of the various whale
species and the rest of the Marine Big 5 TM .

Lwazi

isi-Xhosa meaning
knowledge

Our dedicated research vessel is
used for tagging and tracking of
Great White Sharks. It has featured
in numerous documentaries such
as National Geographic, BBC and
Shark Week!

Front of House: Welcoming clients

Assisting clients with life jackets
and wetsuits

Assisting crew during trips

Hot chocolates all around!

Managing kit bags on board

Volunteer duties

Prepping diving kit bags (wetsuits & booties)

Prepping and cleaning of boats

Washing & Drying of wetsuits

Assisting with seasick clients where
necessary

Assisting with research: data capturing and
photographs

Interacting with clients during trips

Assisting with Conservation talks to clients

#ScienceSavesSharks
Conservation
projects
• Great White Shark Research
• African Penguin & Seabird Rehabilitation
• Marine Pollution and Strandings

G

reat White Shark Research projects:
We research the population, migration and behavioural habits as
well as various other aspects of the Great
Whites by recording sightings, tagging
and tracking and dorsal fin identification. Their superior immune system and
wound healing capabilities, parasites
found on sharks as well as their interaction with other marine species, are part of
the comprehensive and ongoing research.

H

ow will you be involved? Duties
will vary depending on each person’s skills and those interested in the active study of marine biology. Volunteers assist with observational
data capture and photographic data and
may be involved with water sampling,
temperature testing etc. If volunteers
stay for a minimum of a month and are
fortunate enough to go out on the research boat, they may observe tagging
of a shark or learn how to track sharks
via acoustic methods. On land you can
capture data and may learn how to
match dorsal fins for population counts.

APSS

#EveryBirdCounts

African
Penguin
& Seabird
Sanctuary

Don't believe what
you hear about those
penguins. A species of
lazy waddlers. Their
extinction is imminent.

-

Benson Bruno

O

ur multi award winning project to research and curb
the shocking decline of the
African Penguin population on Dyer
Island is aimed at protecting this
endangered species indigenous to
South Africa from environmental
factors and natural predators.
Since the removal of their guano
on the island left them vulnerable
to the elements and predators. The

Dyer Island Conservation Trust has
manufactured and placed more than
2000 artificial nests on the island
and at other breeding colonies to
provide them with sheltered homes
to protect their eggs and chicks.

T

he most recent project of the
Trust is the opening of The
African Penguin and Seabird
Sanctuary (APSS) just two mins walk
away from the International Marine

Volunteer Centre. APSS is a state of
the art center for the rehabilitation
of seabirds in distress, with a particular emphasis on conserving the
African Penguin. Injured, oiled, or
sick birds are collected or brought
to the sanctuary for care and recuperation and when they are fit and
healthy again we release them back
into the wild. APSS is also set up for
tourist visits and plays a key role in
education.

Y

ou may be involved in cleaning the birds’ pens,
crates and living areas, assisting with prepping
medicated fish, recording medical records and data,
telling visitors about what we do. If you volunteer at
APSS regularly during your time here then you may be
able to learn how to handle the birds yourself, if the
rehabilitator feels that you show an aptitude for this.
There is also the opportunity to read blood slides on
the microscope and enter data onto the computer.

Making a
Difference
The sea, once it casts its
spell, holds one in its net
forever. - Jacques Cousteau

Y

ou may have the opportunity to
work with school groups during
beach clean ups. We separate
and weigh all the garbage and enter
data into a database. You may also be
involved in making up our unique fishing line bins or help by cleaning the bins
for recycling.
By removing fishing line and other litter off our beaches you are helping save
another bird or animal from injury, as
well as helping to prevent plastic from
entering the food chain, causing
animals to starve or become poisoned.
You may assist to search for and retrieve
animals, record data, assist during dissections, record GPS positions, help
with body measurements and if it is a
shark or dolphin you will assist in dissecting it and taking samples for
passing on to scientific institutions.

W

e have a Samil 20 (4-wheel
drive truck) that allows us
to access remote sections
of the coastline where our help is
really needed to remove litter from
beaches, attend to strandings
of dead animals and search for
animals in distress, such as injured
or oiled penguins.
We work with a dedicated team of
students from the neaby Masakhane
township as part of our Dyer Island
Conservation Environmental Education Programme (DEEP). Various
marine lectures and activities
inspire these childen to be our future
marine conservationists.
We participate in local community
festivals where our main objective
is imparting knowledge. Our volunteers are included in these activities.
We support study on other shark
species and do regular collection
of shark egg cases found on our
beaches. This shows species occurrence, abundance and distribution.
Using Baited Remote Underwater
Video (BRUV) we collect data on the
lesser seen species in our area
We have monthly marine evening
talks by outside speakers and offer
a schedule of talks by our marine
biologists. We have some incredible
visitors and work with film crews so
you never know who you might meet
or get to work with. Every day is an
adventure.

ACTIVITIES

When weather
conditions do not
allow us to go out
to sea, our co-ordinators will arrange
daily excursions in
our area. We have
a wide variety of
different activities
and experiences
which will further
enrich your time in
South Africa!

The world is a book and those who do not travel read only a page.
- St. Augustine

NO
SEA
DAYS
We do get you out and about,
especially if we have a no-sea day
when we organise some other
recreational things to do.
Activities could include:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Day trip to Cape Agulhas - the
Southern-most tip of Africa
Visit to the local archeological
site Klipgat Caves in De Kelders
Visit to Stony Point penguin
colony in Betty’s Bay
Kelp diving at Stanford’s Cove
Horse Riding
Visit to Panthera Africa, a captive
big cat sanctuary (no petting)
Quad biking
Shopping excursion in Hermanus
Wine tasting in the Hemel and
Aarde Valley
Visit to Danger Point Lighthouse
Hikes in the local area
Visit to Strandveld Museum
Visit Birkenhead micro brewery and the Klein River Cheese
Factory
River Boat Cruises in Stanford

Please note entrance fees might
apply as well as food and beverage
costs and will be for your own account.
We are partnered with Two Oceans
Aquarium in Cape Town and free
entrance can be arranged for you.
Personal excursions to the Garden
Route will be for your own account.
We can assist with planning your
trip with our reliable partners.

Accommodation & Transport

The
Lodge
Your home away from home
Accommodation is at the International Marine Volunteer
Center. There are four cottages that accommodate up to
six people per cottage.
Each cottage has:
• shared bathroom
• kitchenette
• living area
• daily living essentials
The main building:
• kitchen equipped with induction plates
• microwave & oven for cooking
• a fully functional recycling system in place
This is also a really spacious living area with:
• satellite TV
• DVD player
• pool table
• foosball
• board games
There is an activity hall with some weights and table
tennis. The facility has a big, safe swimming pool and
garden.
Walking or cycling to the Great White House is easy, quick
and safe and will only take between 10 to 15min (1.4km).
We also have two dedicated minibuses that are equipped
with all the necessary safety permits and licences and
are used daily for the volunteers’ transport needs.
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Expect to share
Fully furnished
Free WiFi
Safe in each cottage
Emergency numbers
Bedding provided
Laundry twice a week
Water is safe to drink

Important Info
All bookings should be made at least 30

days before joining the programme.
As we rely on good weather conditions, we recommend staying for four weeks
in order to gain the most benefit out of the progamme and to ensure you experience adequate sea time. Shorter or longer stays can be arranged and the price
varies accordingly. Start and end dates are on Mondays - this enables better
planning for us and your fellow volunteers.

Should you stay for four weeks or longer, a donation is made from your fee to

the African Penguin Faces of Need Nest Project of the Dyer Island
Conservation Trust. You will receive a certificate of donation and your name will
be listed on our Trust website.

Price on request. Fee includes:

•
•
•
•
•
•

Accommodation
Transfers to and from Cape Town on your arrival and departure
All trips on the boats
Presentations and related conservation work,
Free WiFi
Breakfast & lunch on the boats

A 50% deposit is required to secure your bookings and the balance of
payment due 14 days prior to your arrival.

T’s & C’s

If you cancel less than 30 days before the programme starts, a 50% cancellation
fee will apply. If you cancel less than 14 days before arriving, there will be a 100%
cancellation fee.

Not included:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Flight ticket
Medical & travel insurance
Excess baggage
Dinners (meals other than breakfast and light lunch provided on the boats)
Lodging in Cape Town
Transfer to and from the lodge on any other day then a Monday.

On arrival you will receive branded volunteer gear

2 x t-shirts
1 x cap
1 x jacket (must be returned after programme, unless you stay for 4 weeks)
Waterproof boots (Gumboots) on request (must be returned after programme)
Please note that mid thigh length shorts will be acceptable to wear as part of your
uniform on the vessels.

SA Survival Guide
Culture

SA fondly call their country the rainbow nation with 11 official languages. We are
a melting pot of different cultures, sports, religions, hipsters and lifestyles, which
makes it an exciting and vibrant place to live. We are all immensely proud of our
natural heritage, are very hospitable and have a great sense of humour. Make
sure to try our different food and learn our lingo - you are going to have an amazing time!

Safety and Security

Be aware of your surroundings
Keep your important belongings locked away or stored at the bottom of your bags
Do not hitch hike & don’t walk around alone at night
Do not walk on the street with your camera or phone easily visible
Cover up when punching in your pin code for your bank card at an ATM
Lock the front door when you go to sleep

LIVING, TEAM AND VOLUNTEER EXPECTATIONS

Flexibility, adaptability, patience and a sense of humour are key characteristics of
volunteers. If at first you feel out of yor comfort zone, just relax and go with the
flow - after a couple of days you will settle in to your new routine. Our business is
entirely weather dependant so plans often change with little notice. If you
embrace this, the rest will come easily. Keep an open mind and maintain a
positive attitude and you will return home with a bunch of awesome memories
and a life changing experience, with friends made for life! If you have any
questions or problems, please go straight to your co-ordinator or manager. We
are looking forward to welcoming you to the Marine Team!

FAQ’s

The IMV Team

Click on the question you want answered and it will direct
you to what you need to know.
Do I need a visa?
How many times will I be going on the boat?
How often will I be shark cage diving?
When is the best time of the year for sharks?
What will I be doing on the boat?
How many hours will I be working?
Will I be receiving presentations?
Will I have time off?
What time will I be picked up in Cape Town?
How will I get back to Cape Town after my programme?
What happens if I can’t book the programme from Monday-Monday?
Do I need any vaccinations?
Do I need to bring any medication?
How do the meals work?
What are the living conditions like?

Front:

Meredith Thornton - Manager

Will I have internet access?
Do I need to bring dive gear?
What is important to bring?
What length of time is the best, to make the most of my programme?
How do things work with laundry?

Back:

Nandi: Housekeeper
Marie Botha: Admin
Ettiene Roets: Co-ordinator
Hennie Odendal: Co-ordinator

